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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
COMMUNICATING WITH EXTENDED
RANGE IN A WIRELESS NETWORK

CLAIM OF PRIORITY UNDER 35 U.S.C. §119

The present application claims priority to provisional U.S.
Application Ser. No. 61/525,749, entitled “SYSTEMS AND
METHODS FOR RANGE EXTENSION OF WIRELESS
COMMUNICATION,” filed Aug. 20, 2011, and incorporated
herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The present disclosure relates generally to communication,
and more specifically to techniques for communicating in a
wireless network.

II. Background

Wireless networks are widely deployed to provide various
communication services such as voice, video, packet data,
etc. These wireless networks may be capable of supporting
communication for multiple users by sharing the available
network resources. Examples of such wireless networks
include wireless wide area networks (WWANS) supporting
communication for large geographic areas (e.g., cites, states,
or countries), wireless metropolitan area networks
(WMANS5) supporting communication for medium-size geo-
graphic areas, wireless local area networks (WLANS) sup-
porting communication for small geographic areas (e.g.,
homes, shops, etc.), and wireless personal area networks
(WPANSs) supporting communication for very small geo-
graphic areas (e.g., rooms). The terms “network™ and “sys-
tem” are often used interchangeably.

A wireless network may include one or more access points
(APs) that can support communication for one or more sta-
tions (STAs). An access point may communicate with a sta-
tion via a radio technology supported by the wireless net-
work. The design of the radio technology (e.g., coding,
modulation, etc.) as well as other constraints (e.g., maximum
transmit power) may result in a limit on the range at which the
access point can reliably communicate with the station.

SUMMARY

Techniques for supporting communication over an
extended range in a wireless network are disclosed herein. In
one aspect of the present disclosure, a station may send mul-
tiple messages of a given type for different operating modes,
e.g., an extended range mode and a non-extended range
mode. These messages can be detected by stations with dif-
ferent capabilities, which may avoid collisions between sta-
tions.

In one design, a first station may receive a Request-to-Send
(RTS) message from a second station having data to send. The
first station may send a first Clear-to-Send (CTS) message in
response to the RTS message. The first station may also send
a second CTS message following the first CTS message. The
second CTS message may have an extended range as com-
pared to the first CTS message. The second CTS message
may include a preamble of a longer length than a preamble of
the first CTS message. For example, the second CTS message
may include repetitions of at least one training field. The first
CTS message may be intended for stations not supporting an
extended range mode. The second CTS message may be
intended for the second station and other stations supporting
the extended range mode. The first station may thereafter

15

20

30

35

40

45

50

55

2

receive data sent by the second station in response to the
second CTS message. The first station may send acknowl-
edgement (ACK) having an extended range for the received
data.

In another aspect of the present disclosure, a station may
make energy measurements over multiple time slots during a
backoff procedure in order to support co-existence between
stations supporting different operating modes. In one design,
the station may make energy measurements of a wireless
medium during the backoff procedure, with each energy mea-
surement being made over a measurement period covering
multiple time slots. The station may determine whether the
wireless medium is clear or busy in each measurement period
based on an energy measurement for that measurement
period. The station may determine whether to continue or
suspend the backoff procedure in each measurement period
based on a determination of whether the wireless medium is
clear of busy during the measurement period.

Various aspects and features of the disclosure are described
in further detail below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows an exemplary wireless network.

FIG. 2 shows coverage of the wireless network in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 shows data transmission in the non-extended range
(NR) mode.

FIG. 4 shows a design of data transmission in the extended
range (XR) mode.

FIG. 5 shows another design of data transmission in the XR
mode.

FIG. 6 shows a message for the NR mode.

FIG. 7 shows a message for the XR mode.

FIG. 8 shows data transmission in the NR mode.

FIG. 9 shows clear channel assessment and backoff proce-
dure.

FIGS. 10 to 14 show various processes for communicating
in a wireless network.

FIG. 15 shows a block diagram of a station.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The range extension techniques disclosed herein may be
used for various wireless networks such as WLANS,
WWANs, WMANs, WPANSs, etc. A WLAN may implement
one or more standards in the IEEE 802.11 family of standards
developed by The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engi-
neers (IEEE) for WLANSs.

FIG. 1 shows an exemplary wireless network 100 with an
access point (AP) 110 and two stations (STAs) 120 and 122.
In general, a wireless network may include any number of
access points and any number of stations. A station is a device
that can communicate with another station via a wireless
medium. The terms “wireless medium”, “wireless channel”
and “channel” are synonymous and are often used inter-
changeably. A station may communicate with an access point
or peer-to-peer with another station. A station may also be
referred to as a terminal, an access terminal, a mobile station,
a user equipment (UE), a subscriber station, a node, etc. A
station may be a cellular phone, a smartphone, a tablet, a
wireless communication device, a personal digital assistant
(PDA), a wireless modem, a handheld device, a laptop com-
puter, a cordless phone, a wireless local loop (WLL) station,
a netbook, a smartbook, etc.

An access point is a station that can support communica-
tion (e.g., provide access to distribution services) via the
wireless medium for stations associated with that access
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point. An access point may also be referred to as a base
station, a base transceiver subsystem (BTS), a Node B, an
evolved Node B (eNB), etc. An access point may be a device
designed to operate as an access point and to perform func-
tions normally performed by an access point. An access point
may also be a station that elected to perform the functions of
an access point, e.g., in an ad-hoc network.

Wireless network 100 may be a WLAN that implements
the IEEE 802.11 family of standards. For example, wireless
network 100 may implement IEEE 802.11, 802.11a,
802.11ah, 802.11b, 802.11e, 802.11g, 802.11n, 802.11s, etc.
IEEE 802.11, 802.11a, 802.11ah, 802.11b, 802.11g and
802.11n cover different radio technologies (i.e., different
medium access technologies) and have different capabilities.
IEEE 802.11e covers quality of service (QoS) enhancements
for a medium access control (MAC) layer. 802.11ah utilizes
orthogonal frequency-division multiplexing (OFDM).
802.11ah can support transmission over a relatively long
range (e.g., about one kilometer or longer) with lower power
consumption as compared to other radio technologies in the
802.11 family. 802.11ah may be used for sensors, metering,
and smart grid networks and may provide increased battery
life as compared to other radio technologies.

Wireless network 100 may operate in any suitable fre-
quency band. For example, wireless network 100 may operate
in an industrial, scientific and medical (ISM) band from 2.4 to
2.5 GHz, or an unlicensed national information infrastructure
(U-NII) band from 5.15 to 5.825 GHz, or a band lower than 1
GHz (e.g., for 802.11ah).

Wireless network 100 may support an extended range (XR)
mode of operation in order to extend the range of communi-
cation. The XR mode may utilize repetition and/or other
techniques in order to provide a desired improvement (e.g.,
approximately 8 dB of improvement) in link budget over a
non-extended range (NR) mode of operation. The NR mode
may also be referred to as a normal mode, a nominal mode,
etc.

FIG. 2 shows coverage of wireless network 100 in FIG. 1.
Access point 110 may communicate with stations 120 and
122. Station 120 may operate in the NR mode and may be
referred to as an NR station, an NR STA, an NR node, a legacy
station, etc. Station 122 may operate in the XR mode and may
be referred to as an XR station, an XR STA, an XR node, a
new station, etc.

As shown in FIG. 2, the coverage of access point 110 in the
NR mode may be defined by (i) a range 220 that may be
referred to as an NR range and (ii) aboundary 230 that may be
referred to as an NR boundary. The NR range and the NR
boundary may be dependent on various factors such as the
radio technology utilized for the NR mode, the transmit
power level in the NR mode, the propagation environment,
etc. The coverage of access point 110 in the XR mode may be
defined by (i) a range 222 that may be referred to as an XR
range and (ii) a boundary 232 that may be referred to as an XR
boundary. The XR range and the XR boundary may be depen-
dent on various factors such as the radio technology utilized
for the NR mode, the transmit power level in the XR mode,
the propagation environment, etc.

In the example shown in FIG. 2, NR station 120 is located
within the NR boundary, and XR station 122 is located within
the XR boundary. NR station 120 may communicate with
access point 110 using a radio technology for the NR mode.
XR station 122 may communicate with access point 110
using a radio technology for the XR mode.

It may be desirable to support co-existence between NR
station 120 and XR station 122 within wireless network 100.
However, co-existence may be problematic or not possible if
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transmissions from XR station 122 cannot be detected by NR
station 120. In this case, transmissions from XR station 122
may collide with transmissions from NR station 120. Each
station may perform clear channel assessment (CCA) in order
to determine whether the wireless medium is clear or busy
prior to transmitting on the wireless medium. If NR station
120 is unable to detect transmissions from XR station 122,
then NR station 120 may incorrectly determine that the wire-
less medium is clear and may transmit at the same time as XR
station 122, thereby causing a collision between the transmis-
sion from NR station 120 and the transmission from XR
station 122. Collisions may thus be caused by XR station 122
being “hidden” from NR station 120, which may be referred
to as a hidden node problem.

Computer simulation was performed to determine the
extent of the hidden node problem for co-existence between
NR stations and XR stations. In the computer simulation, NR
station 120 was randomly placed within NR boundary 230,
and XR station 122 was randomly placed within XR bound-
ary 232. The computer simulation indicates that NR station
120 may not be able to properly determine whether the wire-
less medium is clear in a large percentage (e.g., more than
50%) of the time because NR station 120 was unable to detect
transmissions from XR station 122. The hidden node problem
may be addressed as described below.

FIG. 3 shows data transmission in the NR mode in accor-
dance with IEEE 802.11. A source station (e.g., access point
110) may initially transmit an RTS message 312 via the
wireless medium. A message may also be referred to as a
frame, a packet, a protocol data unit, etc. A destination station
(e.g., NR station 120) may receive the RTS message and may
respond by transmitting a CTS message 314. The source
station may receive the CTS message and may transmit data
316 in response to the CTS message. The destination station
may receive the data and return acknowledgement (ACK)
318.

As shown in FIG. 3, RTS and CTS messages may be sent
prior to data transmission in order to protect against hidden
nodes. The RTS and CTS messages may indicate to other
stations that the wireless medium will be used for a predeter-
mined period of time by the source station and the destination
station and that other stations should not transmit on the
wireless medium during this period. However, the RTS and
CTS messages are only effective when they can be detected
by other stations.

In one aspect of the present disclosure, extended range
Request-to-Send messages (XR RTS messages) and/or
extended range Clear-to-Send messages (XR CTS messages)
may be used to support data transmission in the XR mode and
to mitigate the hidden node problem. A message in IEEE
802.11 may include a preamble and a payload. An XR mes-
sage may include a longer preamble than a corresponding NR
message, as described below. XR RTS messages and/or XR
CTS messages may allow NR stations to detect XR stations.

FIG. 4 shows an exemplary design of data transmission in
the XR mode. The design in FIG. 4 can support co-existence
between XR stations and NR stations with dual CTS mes-
sages. As shown in FIG. 4, a source station (e.g., access point
110) may initially transmit an RTS message 412 via the
wireless medium. RTS message 412 may be an NR RTS
message for the NR mode or an XR RTS message for the XR
mode. A destination station (e.g., XR station 122) may
receive the RTS message and may respond by transmitting an
NR CTS message 414 followed by an XR CTS message 416.
NR CTS message 414 may be anormal CTS message in IEEE
802.11 and may be detectable by NR stations (e.g., NR station
120), which may address the hidden node problem. XR CTS
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message 416 may be intended for the source station, which
may support the XR mode. The source station may receive the
CTS messages and may transmit data 418 in response to XR
CTS message 416. The destination station may then return
ACK 420.

Although not shown in FIG. 4, XR station 122 may receive
RTS message 412 and may transmit an XR CTS message in
response. In this case, NR station 120 may not be able to
detect the XR CTS message, which may then result in colli-
sion between NR station 120 and XR station 122.

To mitigate the hidden node problem, XR station 122 may
transmit dual CTS messages 414 and 416 for any RTS mes-
sage received by the XR station, as shown in FIG. 4. NR CTS
message 414 may enable NR station 120 to detect XR station
122. NR CTS message 414 may include a duration field,
which may indicate a transmission time of T1 for subsequent
data. The duration indicated by NR CTS message 414 may
also be referred to as NR CTS NAV. NR station 120 may
receive NR CTS message 414 and may determine that the
wireless medium will be busy for a period of T1 indicated by
the duration field of CTS message 414. NR station 120 may
set its network allocation vector (NAV) to T1 and may refrain
from accessing the wireless medium until its NAV counts
down to zero. The subsequent transmission of XR CTS mes-
sage 416 and ACK 420 from XR station 122 may then be
protected from collisions from NR station 120. NR station
120 may still experience collisions from XR station 122 when
these stations are separated beyond the XR range. However,
the interference from these stations may be low enough in
most instances to allow for reliable reception.

As shown in FIG. 4, XR CTS message 416 may also
include a duration field, which may indicate a transmission
time of T2 for subsequent data. The duration indicated by XR
CTS message 416 may also be referred to as XR CTS NAV.
Other XR stations (if any) may receive XR CTS message 416,
set their NAVs to T2, and refrain from accessing the wireless
medium until their NAVs count down to zero. The subsequent
transmission of ACK 420 from XR station 122 may then be
protected from collisions with transmissions from other XR
stations. Transmission times T1 and T2 may be set such that
the NAVs of both NR stations and XR stations count down to
zero at or after the end of the ACK transmission.

The exemplary design in FIG. 4 may mitigate the hidden
node problem even when NR station 120 does not support the
XR mode and is unable to receive/detect XR messages. Trans-
mission of NR CTS message 414 may alert NR station 120 of
impending transmissions on the wireless medium. NR station
120 may then refrain from transmitting on the wireless
medium for the duration indicated by NR CTS message 414
and may avoid causing collisions with XR station 122.

FIG. 5 shows an exemplary design of data transmission in
the XR mode with XR messages. The design in FIG. 5 can
support co-existence between XR stations and NR stations,
with the NR stations being capable of receiving/detecting XR
messages. As shown in FIG. 5, a source station (e.g., access
point 110) may initially transmit an XR RTS message 512 via
the wireless medium. A destination station (e.g., XR station
122) may receive the XR RTS message and may respond by
transmitting an XR CTS message 514. The source station
may receive XR CTS message 514 and may transmit data 516
in response to the XR CTS message. The destination station
may then return ACK 518. As shown in FIG. 5, XR messages
may be used to protect against hidden nodes when NR sta-
tions support the XR mode and can receive/detect XR mes-
sages.

For both FIGS. 4 and 5, data may be transmitted with
repetition for extended range or without repetition. ACK may
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6

be transmitted subsequent to data within the XR CTS NAV
and may comprise an XR ACK.

FIG. 6 shows an exemplary NR message 600 that may be
used in the NR mode. Message 600 includes a preamble field
610, a signal field 620, and a data field 630. The format of
preamble field 610 may be dependent on radio technology.
For 802.11a, preamble field 610 includes a short training field
(STF) 612 and a long training field (LTF) 614. STF 612
includes 10 repetitions of a short training sequence, which
may be used for automatic gain control (AGC), timing acqui-
sition, coarse frequency acquisition, etc. LTF 614 includes
two repetitions of a long training sequence, which may be
used for channel estimation, fine frequency acquisition, etc.
For 802.11a, signal field 620 includes a rate field 622 indi-
cating a modulation and coding scheme for data sent in data
field 630, areserved bit field 624, a length field 626 indicating
the size of data field 630, a parity bit field 628, and a tail bit
field 629 containing zeros. Data field 630 includes a service
field 632 indicating an initialization state of a scrambler, a
payload field 634 carrying data, a tail bit field 636 containing
zeros, and a pad bit field 638 containing padding bits. A
physical layer convergence protocol (PLCP) header includes
all of the fields in signal field 620 as well as service field 632
in data field 630.

FIG. 6 shows an exemplary design of a message in the NR
mode. A message in the NR mode may also include fewer,
different, and/or additional fields.

FIG. 7 shows an exemplary XR message 700 that may be
used in the XR mode. Message 700 includes a preamble field
710, a signal field 720, and a data field 730. The format of
preamble field 710 may be dependent on radio technology. In
the exemplary design shown in FIG. 7, XR message 700
includes multiple repetitions of short training field (STF) 612,
multiple repetitions of long training field (LTF) 614, multiple
repetitions of signal field 620, and multiple repetitions of data
field 630.

In general, each field of an NR message may be repeated
any number of times (e.g., 1, 2, 4, 8 or more times) in an XR
message in order to extend the range of the XR message. For
example, only STF 612 and LTF 614 may be repeated, and
other fields of NR message 600 may not be repeated. Differ-
ent fields may be repeated by the same number of times or
different numbers oftime. For example, STF field 612 may be
repeated four times, and LTF field 614 may be repeated only
two times. Furthermore, only a portion of a given field may be
repeated. For example, only a subset of signal field 620 (e.g.,
corresponding to more relevant information) may be
repeated. Repetition may be performed in the same manner or
different manners for different XR messages. For example,
the number of times one or more fields or portions of fields are
repeated may vary from message to message.

Repetition of all or a portion of a message may be per-
formed in various manners. In one design, repetition may be
performed by replicating a time-domain sequence as many
times as desired. In another design, repetition may be per-
formed by replicating frequency-domain symbols as many
times as desired, mapping these symbols to subcarriers, and
transforming the mapped symbols to obtain a time-domain
sequence. In other designs, repetition may be performed by
repeating data bits prior to encoding, or repeating code bits
after encoding and prior to modulation, or repeating modula-
tion symbols after modulation, or repeating OFDM symbols,
etc.

Extended range may also be obtained with other mecha-
nisms instead of repetition. In one design, a longer training
sequence may be used for a training field instead of repeating
a training sequence multiple times. In other designs, a lower
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code rate, alower modulation order, a longer spreading factor,
a higher transmit power level, or a combination thereof may
be used to extend range. In yet another design, a message or
a field may be transmitted over a smaller bandwidth at a
higher transmit power level per subcarrier.

An XR message may be generated in a predetermined
manner. For example, one or more fields may be repeated, and
each field may be repeated a predetermined number of times.
This design may simplify operation in the XR mode.

An XR message may also be generated in a configurable
manner based on one or more parameters. In one design,
which fields to repeat and/or the number of times to repeat
each field may be dependent on the one or more parameters.
The parameter(s) may relate to signal-to-noise ratio (SNR),
desired range, etc. The number of times to repeat a field may
be selected based on measured SNR and/or desired range
such that the XR message can be reliably received. In another
design, different types of processing may be performed based
onthe one or more parameters. For example, alower code rate
and/or a lower modulation order may be used for SNR below
a first threshold, and repetition may be used for SNR below a
second threshold that is lower than the first threshold.

As shown in FIGS. 3 to 5, messages or frames transmitted
by different stations (or even the same station) may be sepa-
rated by a time interval referred to as interframe space (IFS).
802.11 supports the following four different IFSs:

SIFS—short interframe space,

PIFS—point coordination function (PCF) interframe
space,

DIFS—distributed coordination function (DCF) inter-
frame space, and

EIFS—extended interframe space.

The four IFSs are listed in order based on their duration,
with SIFS being the shortest and EIFS being the longest. The
four different IFSs are defined to provide different priority
levels for access to the wireless medium.

FIG. 8 shows data transmission in the NR mode with IFSs
between successive frames. A source station (e.g., access
point 110) may initially transmit an RTS message 812 via the
wireless medium. A destination station (e.g., NR station 120)
may receive the RTS message, wait a SIFS time, and then
transmit a CTS message 814. The source station may receive
the CTS message, wait a SIFS time, and transmit data 816.
The destination station may receive the data, waita SIFS time,
and transmit ACK 818. Other stations may wait DIFS time
after the end of the ACK transmission prior to accessing the
wireless medium. EIFS includes the amount of time it takes to
transmit ACK at a predetermined rate (e.g., 1 Mbps).

FIG. 9 shows CCA and backoff procedure in 802.11. A
station may perform CCA to determine whether the wireless
medium is clear or busy prior to transmitting on the wireless
medium. For CCA, the station may measure the energy of the
wireless network in each time slot to obtain an energy mea-
surement for that time slot. The station may determine
whether the wireless medium is clear or busy based on energy
measurements for different time slots. In particular, the sta-
tion may deem that the wireless medium is clear if the energy
measurements are below a threshold for IFS, which may be
SIFS, PIFS, or DIFS depending on the priority of the station.
For example, the station may wait for the wireless medium to
be clear for SIFS time prior to transmitting ACK in response
to reception of a data transmission. The station may wait for
the wireless medium to be clear for DIFS time prior to per-
forming an access procedure to access the wireless medium.

In another aspect of the present disclosure, slot time and/or
IFS may be modified in order to support co-existence between
NR stations and XR stations. Slot time is the duration of a
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time slot over which an energy measurement may be made by
a station. Slot time may be defined as follows:

aSlotTime=aCCATime+aRx TxTurnaroundTime+aAir-

PropagationTime+aMACProcessingDelay Eq (1)

where aSlotTime is the duration of one time slot (i.e., slot
time),
aCCATime is a minimum time that a CCA mechanism has
available to assess the wireless medium in each time slot
to determine whether the wireless medium is busy or
idle,
aRxTxTurnAroundTime is a maximum time to change
from receiving to transmitting,
aAirPropagationTime is the time it takes a signal to travel
from a transmitting station to a receiving station, and
aMACProcessingDelay is a nominal time that MAC uses
to process a frame and prepare a response to the frame.
PIFS and DIFS may be defined based on slot time, and
EIFS may be defined based on DIFS, as follows:

PIFS=aSIFSTime+aSlotTime, Eq (2)

DIFS=aSIFSTime+2*aSlotTime, and Eq (3)

EIFS=aSIFSTime+(8* ACKSize)+aPreambleLength+
aPLCPHeaderLength+DIFS Eq (4)

where aSIFSTime is the duration of SIFS,
aPreamblelength is the duration of a preamble of a mes-
sage,

aPL.CPHeaderLength is the duration of the PLLCP header,
and

ACKSize is the size of ACK.

SIFS time is a nominal time to receive the last symbol of a
frame/message, process the frame, and respond with the first
symbol of the earliest possible response frame. SIFS time
may be defined in 802.11 or may be selected by an access
point if multiple values are allowed.

In a first design, slot time and DIFS may both be scaled and
extended based on the length of a preamble of an XR mes-
sage, so that the XR preamble can be measured by stations
within one time slot. In equation (1), aCCATime may be
dependent on the XR preamble length, and other parameters
may be fixed. As show in equation (1), the slot time may be
extended by an amount that is determined by the increase in
the length of an XR preamble (which affects aCCATime)
versus an NR preamble. DIFS may be extended by an amount
determined by the increase in slot time. EIFS may be
increased to accommodate ACK in the XR mode.

Table 1 lists the values of aCCATime, DelayTime, aSlot-
Time, aSIFSTime, and DIFS for (i) a first case of no repetition
in the NR mode, (ii) a second case of two times repetition in
the XR mode based on the first design, and (iii) a third case of
four times repetition in the XR mode based on the first design.
DelayTime may be equal to the sum of aRxTxTurnAround-
Time, aAirPropagationTime, and aMACProcessingDelay.
Table 1 shows exemplary values in accordance with one

design. Other values may also be used for the parameters in
Table 1.

TABLE 1

No Repetition 2x Repetition 4x Repetition
Parameter for NR mode for XR Mode for XR Mode
aCCATime 40 ps 80 s 120 ps
DelayTime 10 ps 10 ps 10 ps
aSlotTime 77 us 117 ps 137 ps
aSIFSTime 166 ps 186 ps 186 ps
DIFS 320 ps 420 ps 460 ps
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In a second design, DIFS may be increased based on the
length of an XR preamble, and slot time may be maintained.
This design may ensure that the time taken by an NR station
to count down its backoff counter will exceed the time needed
by an XR station to perform CCA. EIFS may be increased to
accommodate ACK in the XR mode.

In a third design, slot time and DIFS may be maintained,
and the sensitivity of a CCA receiver at a station may be
increased to enable detection of an XR preamble within slot
time for the NR mode. For example, sensitivity of the CCA
receiver may be increased by approximately 8 dB to enable
detection of an XR preamble with approximately 8 dB of
extended range within one time slot for the NR mode. In this
design, even though the XR preamble may be longer than an
NR preamble, the CCA receiver can detect the XR preamble
in approximately the same amount of time as for the NR
preamble due to the increased sensitivity of the CCA receiver.
If the XR preamble can be detected within slot time by the
CCA receiver with increased sensitivity, then DIFS does not
need to be increased.

As shown in FIG. 9, a station may detect the wireless
medium to be clear for DIFS time. The station may then
perform a backoff procedure prior to transmitting on the
wireless medium. For the backoff procedure, the station may
select a random value and may initialized a countdown timer
with the random value. The station may then make an energy
measurement in each time slot (e.g., in approximately 40 pus of
each time slot based on an energy measurement over an
OFDM symbol). The station may (i) decrement the count-
down timer by one for each time slot in which the station
determines that the wireless medium is clear and (ii) maintain
the countdown timer for each time slot in which the station
determines that the wireless medium is busy. If the wireless
medium is determined to be busy in any time slot during the
backoff procedure, the station may wait for the wireless
medium to be clear for DIFS time prior to resuming the
backoff procedure.

In yet another aspect of the present disclosure, a station
may make energy measurements over multiple time slots
during the backoff procedure in order to support co-existence
between NR stations and XR stations. An energy measure-
ment may be made over a measurement period, which may
cover multiple time slots, in order to accumulate more energy
from an XR message. The measurement period may be
defined based on the length of the preamble of the XR mes-
sage and/or other factors. The slot time may be maintained as
defined in 802.11 (i.e., not extended) in order to avoid impact-
ing the backoff procedure and/or other procedures.

In one design, a station may perform the backoff procedure
by initializing a countdown timer with a random value. The
station may then make an energy measurement in each mea-
surement period covering multiple slots. A measurement
period may cover N time slots, where N may be any integer
value greater than one. The station may make an energy
measurement over N time slots to obtain a first energy value,
then another energy measurement over the following N time
slots to obtain a second energy value, then another energy
measurement over the next N time slots to obtain a third
energy value, etc. The station may (i) decrement the count-
down timer by N in each measurement period in which the
station determines that the wireless medium is clear and (ii)
maintain the countdown timer in each measurement period in
which the station determines that the wireless medium is
busy. In one design, if the wireless medium is determined to
be busy in any measurement period during the backoff pro-
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cedure, the station may wait for the wireless medium to be
clear for an extended DIFS time prior to resuming the backoff
procedure.

FIG. 10 shows an exemplary design of a process 1000 for
communicating in a wireless network. Process 1000 may be
performed by a station (e.g., access point 110 or station 122 in
FIG. 1) or by some other entity. The station may receive an
RTSmessage (e.g., RTS message 412 in FIG. 4) (block 1012).
The station may send a first CTS message (e.g., CTS message
414 in FIG. 4) in response to the RTS message (block 1014).
The station may also send a second CTS message (e.g., CTS
message 416) following the first CTS message (block 1016).
The second CTS message may have an extended range as
compared to the first CTS message. The station may thereat-
ter receive data (e.g., data 418) sent in response to the second
CTS message (block 1018). The station may send ACK (e.g.,
ACK 420) having an extended range for the received data
(block 1020).

In one design, the RTS message in block 1012 may be for
an extended range mode and may also have a longer range. In
another design, the RTS message may be for a non-extended
range mode and may have a nominal range.

In one design, the first CTS message in block 1014 may be
intended for stations not supporting the extended range mode.
The second CTS message in block 1016 may be intended for
a station sending the RTS message and other stations support-
ing the extended range mode. In one design, the first CTS
message may comprise a first preamble of a first length. The
second CTS message may comprise a second preamble of a
second length longer than the first length. The second pre-
amble may comprise multiple repetitions of at least one train-
ing field (e.g., short training field 612 and/or long training
field 614 in FIGS. 6 and 7) in the first preamble. The second
CTS message may also comprise repetitions of other fields.

In one design, the ACK in block 1020 may be for the
extended range mode and may also have a longer range. In
another design, the ACK may be for the non-extended range
mode and may have a nominal range.

FIG. 11 shows an exemplary design of a process 1100 for
communicating in a wireless network. Process 1100 may be
performed by a station (e.g., access point 110 or station 122 in
FIG. 1) or by some other entity. The station may send an RTS
message, which may be for an extended range mode (block
1112). The station may receive a first CTS message sent in
response to the RTS message (block 1114). The station may
also receive a second CTS message following the first CTS
message (block 1116). The second CTS message may have an
extended range as compared to the first CTS message. The
second CTS message may comprise a preamble of a longer
length than a preamble of the first CTS message. The second
CTS message may comprise multiple repetitions of at least
one training field and/or other fields. The station may send
data in response to the second CTS message (block 1118).
The station may receive ACK having an extended range for
the data (block 1120).

FIG. 12 shows an exemplary design of a process 1200 for
communicating in a wireless network. Process 1200 may be
performed by a station (e.g., access point 110 or station 122 in
FIG. 1) or by some other entity. The station may receive an
RTS message (e.g., RTS message 512 in FIG. 5) having an
extended range (block 1212). The station may send a CTS
message (e.g., CTS message 514) in response to the RTS
message (block 1214). The CTS message may also have an
extended range. The station may receive data (e.g., data 516)
sent in response to the CTS message (block 1216). The station
may send ACK (e.g., ACK 518) having an extended range for
the received data (block 1218). The RTS message, CTS mes-
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sage, and/or the ACK may each comprise a preamble includ-
ing multiple repetitions of at least one training field and/or
other fields to obtain the extended range.

FIG. 13 shows an exemplary design of a process 1300 for
communicating in a wireless network. Process 1300 may be
performed by astation (e.g., access point 110 or station 122 in
FIG. 1) or by some other entity. The station may send an RTS
message (e.g., RTS message 512 in FIG. 5) having an
extended range (block 1312). The station may receive a CTS
message (e.g., CTS message 514) having an extended range
sent in response to the RTS message (block 1314). The station
may send data (e.g., data 516) in response to the CTS message
(block 1316). The station may receive ACK (e.g., ACK 518)
having an extended range for the data (block 1318).

FIG. 14 shows an exemplary design of a process 1400 for
communicating in a wireless network. Process 1400 may be
performed by astation (e.g., access point 110 or station 122 in
FIG. 1) or by some other entity. The station may perform
CCA and may determine a wireless medium to be clear for an
extended DIFS (block 1412). The extended DIFS may be for
an extended range mode and may be longer than a DIFS fora
non-extended range mode. In one design, the duration of the
extended DIFS may be determined based on the length of a
preamble of a message in the extended range mode, e.g., as
shown in equation (3). The station may perform a backoff
procedure after determining the wireless medium to be clear
for the extended DIFS.

The station may make energy measurements of the wire-
less medium during the backoft procedure (block 1414). Each
energy measurement may be made over a measurement
period covering multiple time slots. The station may deter-
mine whether the wireless medium is clear or busy in each
measurement period during the backoft procedure based on
an energy measurement for that measurement period (block
1416). The station may determine whether to continue or
suspend the backoff procedure in each measurement period
based on a determination of whether the wireless medium is
clear of busy during the measurement period (block 1418).

In one design, the station may detect the wireless medium
to be busy in a measurement period. The station may suspend
the backoft procedure in response to detecting the wireless
medium to be busy in the measurement period. The station
may resume the backoff procedure after detecting the wire-
less medium to be clear for the extended DIFS.

In one design, the station may detect a message transmitted
via the wireless medium. The station may then wait for the
wireless medium to be clear for an EIFS for the extended
range mode. The EIFS for the extended range mode may be
longer than an EIFS for the non-extended range mode. In one
design, the duration of the EIFS for the extended range mode
may be determined based on the length of a preamble of a
message in the extended range mode, e.g., as shown in equa-
tion (4). The station may wait for the wireless medium to be
clear for EIFS if a message is detected or for DIFS if energy
is detected, prior to performing the backoff procedure. The
station may detect a message by processing the preamble of
the message.

FIG. 15 shows a block diagram of an exemplary design of
a station 1500, which may correspond to access point 110,
station 120, or station 122 in FIG. 1. Within station 1500, a
transmitter 1512 may receive messages and/or data to be
transmitted and may generate an output radio frequency (RF)
signal comprising the messages and/or data. A receiver 1514
may receive and process a received RF signal and provide
samples. Station 1500 may also include multiple transmitters
and/or multiple receivers. A signal detector 1516 may make
energy measurements, e.g., in each measurement period cov-
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ering multiple time slots. Signal detector 1516 may determine
whether the wireless medium is busy or clear in each mea-
surement period based on the energy measurement for the
measurement period.

A processor 1520 may perform various functions for sta-
tion 1500. For example, processor 1520 may perform pro-
cessing for data and/or messages being sent by station 1500
and processing for data and/or messages being received by
station 1500. A controller 1522 may control the operation of
various modules within station 1500. Processor 1520 and/or
controller 1522 may be implemented with one or more digital
signal processors (DSPs), microprocessors, etc. Processor
1520, controller 1522, and/or other modules within station
1500 may perform or direct process 1000 in FIG. 10, process
1100 in FIG. 11, process 1200 in FIG. 12, process 1300 in
FIG. 13, process 1400 in FIG. 14, and/or other processes for
the techniques described herein. A memory 1524 may store
program codes and data for data processor 1520 and/or con-
troller 1522.

Those of skill in the art would understand that information
and signals may be represented using any of a variety of
different technologies and techniques. For example, data,
instructions, commands, information, signals, bits, symbols,
and chips that may be referenced throughout the above
description may be represented by voltages, currents, elec-
tromagnetic waves, magnetic fields or particles, optical fields
or particles, or any combination thereof.

Those of skill would further appreciate that the various
illustrative logical blocks, modules, circuits, and algorithm
steps described in connection with the disclosure herein may
be implemented as electronic hardware, computer software,
or combinations of both. To clearly illustrate this interchange-
ability of hardware and software, various illustrative compo-
nents, blocks, modules, circuits, and steps have been
described above generally in terms of their functionality.
Whether such functionality is implemented as hardware or
software depends upon the particular application and design
constraints imposed on the overall system. Skilled artisans
may implement the described functionality in varying ways
for each particular application, but such implementation deci-
sions should not be interpreted as causing a departure from
the scope of the present disclosure.

The various illustrative logical blocks, modules, and cir-
cuits described in connection with the disclosure herein may
be implemented or performed with a general-purpose proces-
sor, a digital signal processor (DSP), an application specific
integrated circuit (ASIC), a field programmable gate array
(FPGA) or other programmable logic device, discrete gate or
transistor logic, discrete hardware components, or any com-
bination thereof designed to perform the functions described
herein. A general-purpose processor may be a microproces-
sor, but in the alternative, the processor may be any conven-
tional processor, controller, microcontroller, or state
machine. A processor may also be implemented as a combi-
nation of computing devices, e.g., a combination of a DSP
and a microprocessor, a plurality of microprocessors, one or
more microprocessors in conjunction with a DSP core, or any
other such configuration.

The steps of a method or algorithm described in connection
with the disclosure herein may be embodied directly in hard-
ware, in a software module executed by a processor, or in a
combination of the two. A software module may reside in
RAM memory, flash memory, ROM memory, EPROM
memory, EEPROM memory, registers, hard disk, a remov-
able disk, a CD-ROM, or any other form of storage medium
known in the art. An exemplary storage medium is coupled to
the processor such that the processor can read information
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from, and write information to, the storage medium. In the
alternative, the storage medium may be integral to the pro-
cessor. The processor and the storage medium may reside in
an ASIC. The ASIC may reside in a user terminal. In the
alternative, the processor and the storage medium may reside
as discrete components in a user terminal.

In one or more exemplary designs, the functions described
may be implemented in hardware, software, firmware, or any
combination thereof. If implemented in software, the func-
tions may be stored on or transmitted over as one or more
instructions or code on a computer-readable medium. Com-
puter-readable media includes both computer storage media
and communication media including any medium that facili-
tates transfer of a computer program from one place to
another. A storage media may be any available media that can
be accessed by a general purpose or special purpose com-
puter. By way of example, and not limitation, such computer-
readable media can comprise RAM, ROM, EEPROM, CD-
ROM or other optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage or
other magnetic storage devices, or any other medium that can
be used to carry or store desired program code means in the
form of instructions or data structures and that can be
accessed by a general-purpose or special-purpose computer,
or a general-purpose or special-purpose processor. Also, any
connection is properly termed a computer-readable medium.
For example, if the software is transmitted from a website,
server, or other remote source using a coaxial cable, fiber
optic cable, twisted pair, digital subscriber line (DSL), or
wireless technologies such as infrared, radio, and microwave,
then the coaxial cable, fiber optic cable, twisted pair, DSL, or
wireless technologies such as infrared, radio, and microwave
are included in the definition of medium. Disk and disc, as
used herein, includes compact disc (CD), laser disc, optical
disc, digital versatile disc (DVD), floppy disk and blu-ray disc
where disks usually reproduce data magnetically, while discs
reproduce data optically with lasers. Combinations of the
above should also be included within the scope of computer-
readable media.

The previous description of the disclosure is provided to
enable any person skilled in the art to make or use the disclo-
sure. Various modifications to the disclosure will be readily
apparent to those skilled in the art, and the generic principles
defined herein may be applied to other variations without
departing from the scope of the disclosure. Thus, the disclo-
sure is not intended to be limited to the examples and designs
described herein but is to be accorded the widest scope con-
sistent with the principles and novel features disclosed herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for wireless communication, comprising:

receiving a Request-to-Send (RTS) message;

sending a non-extended range Clear-to-Send (CTS) mes-

sage having a first preamble in response to the RTS
message;

sending an extended range CTS message having a second

preamble following the non-extended range CTS mes-
sage;

measuring an energy of a wireless medium over a measure-

ment period determined by a length difference between
a length of the first preamble and a length of the second
preamble;

receiving data sent in response to the extended range CTS

message; and

sending an extended range acknowledgement (ACK) in

response to the received data.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the non-extended range
CTS message is intended for stations not supporting an
extended range mode, and wherein the extended range CTS
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message is intended for a station sending the RTS message
and stations supporting the extended range mode.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the RTS message is for
the extended range mode.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the length of the second
preamble is longer than the length of the first preamble.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the second preamble
comprises multiple repetitions of at least one training field in
the first preamble.

6. An apparatus for wireless communication, comprising:

at least one processor configured to:
receive a Request-to-Send (RTS) message;
send a non-extended range Clear-to-Send (CTS) message
having a first preamble in response to the RTS message;

send an extended range CTS message having a second
preamble following the non-extended range CTS mes-
sage;

measure an energy of a wireless medium over a measure-

ment period determined by a length difference between
a length of the first preamble and a length of the second
preamble;

receive data sent in response to the extended range CTS

message; and

send an extended range acknowledgement (ACK) in

response to the received data.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the length of the
second preamble is longer than the length of the first pre-
amble.

8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the second preamble
comprises multiple repetitions of at least one training field in
the first preamble.

9. An apparatus for wireless communication, comprising:

means for receiving a Request-to-Send (RTS) message;

means for sending a non-extended range Clear-to-Send
(CTS) message having a first preamble in response to the
RTS message;

means for sending an extended range CTS message having
a second preamble following the non-extended range
CTS message;

means for measuring an energy of a wireless medium over
ameasurement period determined by a length difference
between a length of the first preamble and a length of the
second preamble;

means for receiving data sent in response to the extended

range CTS message; and

means for sending an extended range acknowledgement

(ACK) in response to the received data.
10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the length of the
second preamble is longer than the length of the first pre-
amble.
11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the second pre-
amble comprises multiple repetitions of at least one training
field in the first preamble.
12. A computer program product, comprising:
a non-transitory computer-readable medium comprising:
code for causing at least one computer to receive a
Request-to-Send (RTS) message;

code for causing the at least one computer to send a non-
extended range Clear-to-Send (CTS) message having a
first preamble in response to the RTS message;

code for causing the at least one computer to send an

extended range CTS message having a second preamble
following the non-extended range CTS message;

code for causing the at least one computer to measure an

energy of a wireless medium over a measurement period
determined by a length difference between a length of
the first preamble and a length of the second preamble;
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code for causing the at least one computer to receive data
sent in response to the extended range CTS message; and

code for causing the at least one computer to send an
extended range acknowledgement (ACK) in response to
the received data.

13. A method for wireless communication, comprising:

receiving an extended range Request-to-Send (RTS) mes-
sage;

sending an extended range Clear-to-Send (CTS) message
having a second preamble in response to the extended
range RTS message;

sending a non-extended range CTS message having a first
preamble in response to the extended range RTS mes-
sage;

measuring an energy of a wireless medium over a measure-
ment period determined by a length difference between
a length of the first preamble and a length of the second
preamble;

receiving data sent in response to the extended range CTS
message; and

sending an extended range acknowledgement (ACK) in
response to the received data.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the extended range

RTS message comprises a preamble including multiple rep-
etitions of at least one training field.
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15. The method of claim 13, wherein the extended range
CTS message is intended for a station sending the extended
range RTS message and stations supporting an extended
range mode.

16. An apparatus for wireless communication, comprising:

at least one processor configured to:

receive an extended range Request-to-Send (RTS) mes-

sage;
send an extended range Clear-to-Send (CTS) message hav-
ing a second preamble in response to the extended range
RTS message;

send a non-extended range CTS message having a first
preamble in response to the extended range RTS mes-
sage;

measure an energy of a wireless medium over a measure-

ment period determined by a length difference between
the a length of the first preamble and a length of the
second preamble;

receive data sent in response to the extended range CTS

message; and

send an extended range acknowledgement (ACK) for in

response to the received data.

17. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the extended range
RTS message comprises a preamble including multiple rep-
etitions of at least one training field.
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